Budget Tool

Identify, Record and Track
Don't tell me where your priorities are. Show me where you spend your money and I'll tell you what they are.
Know Your Monthly Income
	Item
	Monthly Income
	Annual Income

	Wages
	$
	$

	Wages
	$
	$

	Overtime
	$
	$

	Bonuses
	$
	$

	Commissions
	$
	$

	Tips
	$
	$

	Child Support
	$
	$

	Social Security
	$
	$

	Retirement/Pension
	$
	$

	Gifts
	$
	$

	Tax Refunds
	$
	$

	Other income________
	$
	$

	Other income________
	$
	$

	Other income________
	$
	$

	Other income________
	$
	$

	TOTAL
	$
	$


Tips:

Deposit checks right away.

Balance your checking account regularly. 
Organize your bills and tax information.

Assign priorities to your bills so you can reduce or eliminate some.

Never spend your money before you have earned it.

Record Your Monthly Expenses

	Item
	Monthly Expenses (Average)
	Fixed or Flexible Amount
	Annual Expense

	Mortgage/Rent
	$
	Fixed
	$

	Daycare/School
	$
	Fixed
	$

	Utilities (gas, electricity, etc.)
	$
	
	$

	Telephone/s
	$
	
	$

	Internet
	$
	
	$

	Cable TV
	$
	
	$

	Car Payment
	$
	
	$

	Gasoline
	$
	
	$

	Insurance
	$
	
	$

	Parking
	$
	
	$

	Medical
	$
	
	$

	Gym
	$
	
	$

	Groceries/Toiletries
	$
	
	$

	Credit Card/s
	$
	
	$

	Pet expenses
	$
	
	$

	Loans (not mortgage or car)
	$
	
	$

	Toiletries
	$
	
	$

	Clothing/Uniforms
	$
	
	$

	Dry Cleaning
	$
	
	$

	Charitable
	$
	
	$

	Gifts (average)
	$
	
	$

	Savings/Retirement Accounts
	$
	
	$

	Memberships
	$
	
	$

	Other__________
	$
	
	$

	Other__________
	$
	
	$

	Other__________
	$
	
	$


Track Your Daily Spending For One Month or More
Example:

	Item
	Cost
	Method of Payment
	Monthly Cost
	Annual Cost

	Coffee
	$2.50 
	Debit  Card
	$50.00
	$600

	Soda
	$1.00
	Cash
	$
	$

	Snacks
	$3.50
	Cash
	$
	$

	Magazines/Books
	$4.00
	Debit
	$
	$

	Cosmetics
	$7.50
	Credit Card
	$
	$


(Purchase coffee every day for 20 work days per month. It all adds up!
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	Keep tracking!
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Tips:

Use receipts to help you track all spending.

Track your transactions daily or as often as possible.
Make tracking a routine, log spending during lunch or every evening after dinner, etc. 
Do what works for you. Track by hand on a printed sheet or track on an electronic spreadsheet.
California Financial Literacy Month (CAFLM)
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Twitter: @CAFLM
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